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Document Set 1:  Australia 1880–1929

Source 1
(Extracts from a speech made by Prime Minister Billy Hughes, quoted in the Sydney Morning 
Herald on December 15, 1915.)

We must put forth all our strength. The more Australia sends to the front the less the danger will 
be to each man. Not only victory, but safety belongs to the big battalions1. 

Australia turns to you for help. Fifty thousand additional troops are to be raised to form the 
new units of the expeditionary forces. Sixteen thousand men are required each month for 
reinforcements at the front.

This Australia of ours, the freest and best country on God’s earth, calls to her sons for aid. 
Destiny has given to you a great opportunity. Now is the hour when you can strike a blow on her 
behalf. If you love your country, if you love freedom, then take your place alongside your fellow-
Australians at the front, and help them to achieve a speedy and glorious victory.

On behalf of the Commonwealth Government, and in the name of the people of Australia, I ask 
you to answer ‘Yes’ to this appeal, and do your part in this greatest war of all time.

1 battalions – a battalion is a military unit usually comprising of between 700 and 1000 soldiers.
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Source 2
(A cartoon that appeared in the left-wing magazine Direct Action in 1914. The cartoon’s text 
starts: 

War! What for? For the workers and their dependents: Death, starvation, poverty and untold 
misery. For the Capitalist class [pictured top right in the cartoon]: Gold, stained with the blood of 
millions … )
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Source 3
(A photograph showing part of the internment camp at Holdsworthy, New South Wales, that held 
‘enemy’ nationals for the duration of World War One. The camp held German and 
Austro-Hungarian nationals and also many Australian-born citizens of German descent.)

Source 4
(An extract from a book published in 1999 by an Australian historian discussing the impact of 
World War One on the Australian economy.)

The requirements of war and a reduction in British imports provided a big stimulus to 
manufacturing industry in the war period. 

The most spectacular development took place in the field of heavy industry. The NSW Holman 
Labor government allowed BHP to establish an iron and steel complex at Newcastle in 1915. 
American technology was employed in setting up the industry. It was a significant event in the 
history of BHP which acquired a monopoly in steel production and developed a high degree of 
efficiency in all its steel-making operations. It became the largest Australian-owned enterprise. 
The location of the iron and steel works at Newcastle was significant also to the extent that it 
reflected the ever-increasing trend for manufacturing industry to be concentrated on the coast 
within or near the main centres of population. 

The determination of Prime Minister Hughes to reduce Australia’s dependence on overseas 
(especially German) supplies of metals was reflected in the big increase in the production of 
refined lead, zinc and copper during the war …  

Overall, manufacturing output increased by about 33 per cent between 1913 and 1920. Thus a 
basis was provided from which greater industrial growth was to occur in later years.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Source 5
(Selected data/results from the Conscription Referenda of 1916 and 1917.)

State
1916 1917

YES NO YES NO
NSW     356 805    474 544     341 256     487 774

VIC     353 930    328 216     329 772     332 490

WA      94 069      40 884       84 116      46 522

Totals* 1 087 557 1 160 033 1 015 159 1 181 747

* The Totals data include the votes for all States and Territories, not just the three selected States 
shown above.

Source 6
(An extract from an essay by Australia’s official war historian, C E W Bean, in The Story of 
ANZAC, Volume Two of the Official History of Australia in the War 1914–18, published in 1924.)

What motive sustained them? At the end of the second or third day of the landing, when they 
had fought without sleep until the whole seemed a dream … when half of each battalion had 
been annihilated1, and there seemed no prospect before any man except of wounds or death in 
the most vile surroundings; when the dead lay three deep in the rifle-pits … and the place was 
filled with stench and sickness … what was it then that carried each man on?

It lay in the mettle2 of the men themselves. To be the sort of man who would give way when 
his mates were trusting to his firmness; to be the sort of man who would fail when the line, the 
whole force and the allied cause required his endurance … to live the rest of his life haunted 
by the knowledge that he had set his hand to a soldier’s task and had lacked the grit to carry it 
through—that was the prospect which these men could not face. Life was very dear, but life was 
not worth living unless they could be true to the idea of Australian manhood.

1annihilated – to be utterly destroyed
2mettle – a character of courage and determination

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Document Set 2:  Australia 1920–1959

Source 1
(Press statement by Prime Minister John Curtin on February 17, 1942 following the Japanese 
capture of Singapore and imprisonment of thousands of Australians.)

The fall of Singapore opens the Battle of Australia. On its issue depends not merely the fate of 
this Commonwealth, but the frontier of the U.S.A. and indeed all the Americas, and, therefore, in 
large measure the fate of the British-speaking world … For Australia … everything we have and 
everything that belongs to us, must now be mobilised … 

Protection of this country is no longer that of a contribution to a world at war, but the resistance 
to an enemy threatening to invade our own shore. What the Battle for Britain required, so the 
Battle for Australia demands. That meant service and struggle, and complete devotion for Britons 
in the defence of Britain. It means the same for Australians for the defence of Australia.

Source 2
(A Cartoon that appeared in the Daily Telegraph in 1942. The cartoon is entitled: ‘Long-distance 
Thinking’.)
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Source 3
(Air raid precautions at the main Sydney post office in 1942.)

Source  4
(Extract from a general history book published in 2005 discussing the changes that took place in 
Australia during World War Two.)

During the war women were encouraged to enter the work force, particularly as men left to join 
the armed forces. Women worked in factories and munitions plants, and in roles traditionally 
reserved for men. Even though they took men’s places, they were not paid the same wages as 
men, and some trade unions opposed the entry of so many women fearing that because they 
were cheaper to employ they would permanently displace the men. 

In 1941 women were allowed to join the armed forces and … performed essential duties in 
clerical areas, transport, signals and communications, and freed thousands of men for service 
overseas. Apart from the Nursing Corps none of the women’s services was allowed to serve 
overseas …

In every aspect of wartime life women played a vital role … [but] many still had the added 
responsibility of a household to manage and children to care for.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Source 5
(Data for net migration1 to Australia and estimated unemployment rates over the period.)

Year Net Migration Unemployment

1921–25 183 266   6.5%

1926–30 129 707   9.3%

1931–35 –10 886 21.8%

1936–40   20 873   8.3%

1941–45     5 325   2.0%

1946–50 217 728   2.3%

1 net migration – The total number of people who migrated to Australia minus the total number  
of people who departed.

Source 6
(Extract from ‘The Impact of War on the Aborigines of the Kimberley’, an article published by an 
Australian historian in 1996.)

The war had a significant impact on the Aborigines of the Kimberley in the North West of 
Western Australia. It provided a dramatic break from the control exerted by missionaries and 
government authorities and exposed Aboriginal people to a wider range of people and ideas. 
The war created opportunities for employment, greater access to regular income, and financial 
independence. During the war some Aborigines became eligible to receive Commonwealth 
Social Services pensions and benefits. 

A few Aboriginal men from the Kimberley served in the armed forces and for the first time tasted 
equality with their ‘white’ peers. Aboriginal returned servicemen became eligible to apply for 
citizenship. As a consequence of their war experiences there emerged a growing awareness and 
assertiveness among Aborigines, which laid the foundation for a new era of self-determination1  
… [and] in 1944 … [the] Commissioner of Native Affairs … urged that ‘the State should do 
everything possible to improve the economic value of its native labour by education and trade 
instruction … ’

1 self-determination – freedom to live as one chooses, or to act or decide without consulting   
others.
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Document Set 3:  Australia 1950–1999

Source 1
(Extracts from a radio broadcast given by Prime Minister Robert Menzies in September 1950, 
entitled ‘Defence Call to the Nation’.)

Australia was deeply stirred by the attack upon South Korea. Most of our people saw in a flash 
that this was no distant event, unrelated to our own safety. Our common-sense told us that if the 
Communists could successfully use one of their satellites, North Korea, to bash down the South 
Koreans, and the free world stood by and did nothing, no small country could feel safe again … 

We cannot each just defend our own shores and leave our ally to defend his. For the truth is 
that, without assistance from the others, not one of us has adequate strength. Unity of action, at 
the right places at the right times, is imperative. Without it we shall go down.

Source 2
(A cartoon that was first published in The Bulletin in 1953.)

MODERN HISTORY 8 DOCUMENT BOOKLET 
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Document Set 3:  Australia 1950s–1990s 
 
Source 1 
(Extracts from a radio broadcast given by Robert Menzies in September 1950 entitled: 
‘Defence Call to the Nation’) 
 
Australia was deeply stirred by the attack upon South Korea. Most of our people saw in a flash 
that this was no distant event, unrelated to our own safety. Our common-sense told us that if 
the Communists could successfully use one of their satellites, North Korea, to bash down the 
South Koreans, and the free world stood by and did nothing, no small country could feel safe 
again… 
 
We cannot each just defend our own shores and leave our ally to defend his. For the truth is 
that, without assistance from the others, not one of us has adequate strength. Unity of action, at 
the right places at the right times, is imperative. Without it we shall go down. 
 
Source 2 
(A cartoon that was first published in the Bulletin in 1953) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Source 3
(This photograph shows women from the Save Our Sons group protesting against conscription 
during the Vietnam war.)

Source 4
(Extract from the recollections of Vietnam War veteran, Gary McMahon published in Australia in 
2007.)

Returning veterans were ignored. Some of us were spat at, called murderer, or baby killer, 
or asked how come we were stupid enough to go … A lot of us live lives characterised by a 
great number of medical and psychological problems. Some of us have retreated into a world 
of disillusionment, anger, grief and guilt. The bitterness and disillusionment comes from anger 
towards the society that sent us to Vietnam, and then blamed us for the horrors of the war. 
When we returned most of us never talked about Vietnam, or even denied that we had been 
there …  

Some healing has been done in the last few years. At the welcome home parade in Sydney in 
1987, many of us had emotional reunions with mates that we hadn’t seen since Vietnam. As we 
marched through Sydney that day … some of us were waving and calling to the crowd, others 
were quite expressionless and locked away in a world of memories. Many had tears in their eyes 
that day.
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Source 5
(Responses from the Australian public to the question: ‘Do you think we should continue to fight 
in Vietnam or bring our forces back to Australia?’) 

Month/Year 9/65 9/66 5/67 12/68 8/69 10/70

Continue 56 61 62 49 40 42

Bring Back 28 27 24 37 55 50

Undecided 16 13 14 14   6   9

All numbers represent the rounded percentages of people providing that response. The rounding 
has resulted in some totals not equalling 100.

Source 6
(Extract from a historian’s view of the impact of the Vietnam war, entitled ‘Australia’s new 
relationship with Asia’ and published in 2005.)

Until World War 2 Australia had virtually ignored the reality of Asia. Australians saw themselves 
as an outpost of British civilisation which happened to be on the rim of Asia. Australia’s loyalty 
was to Britain …

During the 1950s and 1960s Australia’s relations with Asia were influenced by the Cold War and 
the fear of communism. Australia viewed communist China as the new threat to Asia, and during 
these two decades Australia fought communist expansion in Korea and communist activity in 
Malaya and Vietnam.

The end of the Vietnam war in 1972 marked the start of a new relationship between Australia 
and Asia. The White Australia policy that had discriminated against Asian people since 
Federation was abolished, and Australia began to accept Asian migrants and political refugees. 
Australian governments from 1972 recognised that Australia was a vital part of the Asian region, 
that there were enormous trade opportunities and that links to Britain were declining … 

The Vietnam War was one of the reasons why, in the latter part of the twentieth century, 
Australia’s entire attitude to and relationship with Asia began to change. The same Australia that 
preached White Australia and excluded Asian peoples for much of the century now welcomed 
Asian people as Australian citizens.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Document Set 4: Nazism in Germany 1918–1945

Source 1
(A cartoon that appeared in an American magazine, The Nation, in March 1936.)

The signs on the bound and gagged figures below the speaker’s rostrum read (from left to right) 

Religious Freedom Suppressed, Academic Freedom Suppressed, Labour Unions, 
Fraternal Organisations & Opposition Parties Suppressed, Womens Independence Suppressed, 

Freedom of the Press Suppressed, Judicial Integrity Suppressed.

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Source 2
(Extracts from a radio broadcast by Josef Goebbels on the occasion of Hitler’s 47th birthday, in 
April 1936.)

Millions of Germans were deeply moved by the gripping words of his speech on the election 
of 29 March of this year. They heard him say that he had given the German people strength 
for three years, and that now the German people must give him strength. He had often 
strengthened the nation’s faith; now the nation had to strengthen his faith. 

Over the past three years, those of us who are close to him have often seen how necessary 
strength and faith are to his work. No day or night, no hour, passed that did not bring for him a 
mass of work and challenges. It is often the case that a people comes to take the successes of 
its policies in a matter-of-fact way, that it gradually gets used to them. 

It has no idea of the effort, of the courage, of the responsibility that are necessary to make those 
successes possible ... As great as the miracle of Germany’s rebirth seems to us, greater still 
is the miracle of how one man, in a time when complete hopelessness had seized the widest 
circles of his people, found the courage and the strong and unshakeable heart that were needed.

Source 3
(Hitler acknowledges his supporters who have gathered to celebrate his appointment as 
Chancellor of Germany in January 1933.)
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Document Set 5: Fascism in Italy 1918–1945

Source 1
(Cartoon: ‘Hitler’s Puppet’ by British cartoonist, David Low, published in an American magazine 
in May 1938.)

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document but 
may be viewed at

www.fulltable.com/vts/h/hit/im/10.jpg.
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Source 2
(Extracts from a speech delivered by Benito Mussolini on June 10, 1940, announcing Italy’s 
declaration of war on France and England.)

Men and women of Italy, of the Empire … An hour appointed by destiny has struck in 
the heavens of our fatherland. The declaration of war has already been delivered to the 
ambassadors of Great Britain and France. We go to battle against the … reactionary1 
democracies of the west who, at every moment have hindered the advance and have often 
endangered the very existence of the Italian people … This gigantic struggle is nothing other 
than a phase in the logical development of our revolution … 

In a memorable meeting, that which took place in Berlin, I said that according to the laws of 
Fascist morality, when one has a friend, one marches with him to the end … This we have done 
with Germany, with its people, with its marvellous armed forces … And we salute with our voices 
the Fuhrer, the head of great ally Germany.

1reactionary – opposing political or social change.

Source 3
(Mussolini photographed with some of the generals taking part in the March on Rome in October 
1922.)

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document but may be viewed at
http://static.guim.co.uk/sysimages/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2008/11/12/Musso460.
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Document Set 6: The Civil Rights Movement in the USA 1941–1971

Source 1
(The 1956 Martin Luther King: ‘Montgomery Story’ comic book. This pamphlet was distributed 
throughout the southern US states to publicise the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott and 
the importance of King’s leadership.)
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Source 2
(Malcolm X, responding in 1963 to an interviewer’s question as to whether he supported Martin 
Luther King’s non-violent approach to protest.)

The white man pays Reverend Martin Luther King, subsidizes Reverend Martin Luther King, so 
that Reverend Martin Luther King can continue to teach the Negroes to be defenceless. That’s 
what you mean by non-violent: be defenseless … 

A hundred years ago they [the white man] used to put on a white sheet and use a bloodhound 
against Negroes. Today they’ve taken off the white sheet and put on police uniforms, they’ve 
traded in the bloodhounds for police dogs, and they’re still doing the same thing. 

And just as Uncle Tom1, back during slavery, used to keep the Negroes from resisting the 
bloodhound, or resisting the Ku Klux Klan, by teaching them to love their enemy … today Martin 
Luther King is just a 20th century or modern Uncle Tom, or a religious Uncle Tom, who is doing 
the same thing today, to keep Negroes defenceless in the face of an attack.

1 Uncle Tom – Negro man considered by other African Americans to be subservient to white 
people, or to go out of his way to be favoured by them.

Source 3
(Rev. Martin Luther King Jr, right, accompanied by Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, is booked after 
being arrested by city police in Montogmery, Alabama at the height of the boycott on  
February 23, 1956.)

End of Documents

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document 
but may be viewed at

www.sweetspeeches.com/s/299-
malcolm-x-interview-with-dr-kennethclark#ixzz1h2BAcos0.

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document but may be viewed at
http://framework.latimes.com/2012/01/16/martin-luther-king-jr.
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