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Document Set 1: Australia 1880s–1920s 
 
Source 1 
(Alfred Deakin defending the White Australia policy in 1901. In this speech he uses the US Civil War 
as an example of what could happen if Australia allowed non-white immigration.) 
 
There are those who mock at the demand of a white Australia, and who point to what they 
consider our boundless opportunities for absorbing a far greater population than we at present 
possess …  
 
Cost what it may, we are compelled1 at the very earliest hour of our national existence … to 
make it positively clear that … however much we may sacrifice in way of immediate monetary 
gain—however much we may [delay] the development of the remote and tropical portions of our 
territory—those sacrifices for the future of Australia are … nothing when compared with … 
freedom from the trials, suffering, and losses that nearly wrecked the great republic of the west, 
[the USA which] is still left with … a population which, no matter how splendid it may be in 
many qualities, is not being assimilated2.  
 
1compelled – to be forced to do something 
2assimilated – the process of merging all cultures together. Deakin felt the US example of races 

failing to be assimilated was a strong justification for preventing non-white 
immigration to Australia 

 
 
Source 2 
(A cartoon from The Bulletin magazine [1883]. The caption reads ‘Rubbish is not to be shot here’. At 
the time, the word ‘shot’ also meant to dump. The ships’ planks, from which the men with 
wheelbarrows are coming, read ‘England’ and ‘France’.) 
 

 

The sign reads: 
NO MORE GARBAGE 
MAY BE DUMPED HERE. 
ENGLAND AND FRANCE 
ESPECIALLY TAKE NOTICE! 
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Source 3 
(The picture shows two captured Aboriginal resistance fighters from the Kimberley, Western 
Australia around 1897.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 4 
(Excerpts from the 1905 Aborigines Act passed by the Western Australian Parliament.) 
 
Section 4: There shall be a department under the Minister to be called the Aboriginal 

Department and shall be charged with the duty of promoting the welfare of 
aborigines … 

 
Section 7: The Governor shall appoint a Chief Protector of Aborigines … who shall … have 

and exercise the [following] powers and duties … 
 
Section 8: The Chief Protector shall be the legal guardian of every aboriginal and half-caste 

child until such child attains the age of sixteen years. 
 
Section 12: The Minister may cause any aboriginal to be removed and kept within the 

boundaries of a reserve … Any aboriginal who shall refuse to be so removed … 
shall be guilty of an offence under this Act. 

 
Section 42: No marriage of any female aboriginal with any person other than an aboriginal 

shall be celebrated without permission, in writing, of the Chief Protector. 
 
Section 55: It shall be lawful to arrest without warrant any aboriginal or half-caste who 

offends against any provision of this Act. 
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Source 5 
(The table provides information about the maximum rates of pay for men and women in Sydney. 
The wages have been converted into dollars and cents.) 

 

Occupation 

1914 
Weekly earnings 

1918 
Weekly earnings 

Males Females Males Females 

Tailors 6.00 3.00 7.20 3.40 

Barman/Barmaid 3.75 2.50 6.00 4.30 

Waiter/Waitress 3.50 2.50 6.00 3.80 

Dressmaker - 2.10 - 2.70 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 6 
(The following is the view of a prominent feminist historian, Marilyn Lake, written in 1993 about the 
progress that women had made in Australia by the 1920s.) 
 
By the 1920s ... the culture (of Australia) had been, to a degree, ‘feminised’. Whereas the 
1880s and 1890s had been the great years of the men’s press in Australia, by the 1920s 
Woman’s World, Everylady’s Journal and The Woman were in the ascendant1. Masculinity was 
defined in terms of responsible breadwinning. When Justice Higgins decreed in the Harvester 
Judgement of 1907 that a man should be paid sufficient to keep a wife and three children in 
‘frugal2 comfort’ he was locking men into breadwinning just as surely as he was confirming 
women in dependency ... A decade later a woman’s contempt for her husband who had beaten 
and humiliated her found expression in the charge that he was not ‘man enough to support his 
wife and little ones’. 
 
1ascendant – a position of dominance and/or power 
2frugal – without luxury, using scarce resources 



DOCUMENT BOOKLET 5 MODERN HISTORY 
  STAGE 2 
 

 See next page 

Document Set 2: Australia 1920s–1950s 
 
Source 1 
(Extract from a speech by Arthur Calwell, Minister for Immigration in the Chifley Labor Government, 
delivered in the Australian House of Representatives on 2 August 1945, two weeks before the 
Japanese surrender.) 
 
If Australians have learned one lesson from the Pacific war now moving to a successful 
conclusion, it is surely that we cannot continue to hold our island continent for ourselves and 
our descendants unless we greatly increase our numbers … A third world war is not impossible, 
and … humanity may [yet] be face to face again with horrors of another period of total war. 
 
It would be prudent for us … not to ignore the possibility of a further formidable challenge … to 
our right to hold this land … Our first requirement is additional population. We need it for 
reasons of defence and for the fullest expansion of our economy … We make [it clear] first to 
the British people, and then to other peoples who might make good Australian citizens … [that] 
Australia wants, and will welcome, new healthy citizens who are determined to become good 
Australians by adoption. 
 
 
Source 2 
(An example of one of the posters distributed in Britain by the Australian government during the 
1920s.) 
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Source 3 
(Reg Saunders [left], the first Aboriginal to become a commissioned officer in the Australian Army, 
and Tom Derrick VC, congratulate each other on receiving their commissions in 1944. The two men 
shared a tent during their officer training.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 4 
(An historian’s account of the ‘Aboriginal Day of Mourning’ protest in New South Wales in January 
1938.) 
 
[The] 26 January 1938 marked the 150th anniversary … of the [arrival of] the First Fleet in Port 
Jackson. To many white-Australians, this date represented how far Australia had progressed in 
150 years. It was an opportunity for them to be proud of how Australia had flourished since the 
early days of settlement, to reach its present state as a democratic nation which had officially 
reached Federation. At a time when Australia had recently made it through World War One and 
the Great Depression, the sentiment that the nation had a lot to be proud of was prevalent1 
among members of the Australian public. They saw it as a chance for Australians to 
commemorate their past and to continue to progress. 
 
To the Indigenous Australians, the anniversary of the landing of the First Fleet was referred to 
as a ‘Day of Mourning’. To them, the date marked 150 years of degradation and mistreatment 
by the white settlers. It symbolised the beginning of the decimation2 of their people and the loss 
of their land, their culture and their basic human rights. Aboriginal people also saw the day as 
an opportunity … to make the non-Indigenous population more aware of how the Aboriginal 
people had been discriminated against throughout history and to encourage them to meet the 
Indigenous people’s requests for equal citizenship.  
 
1prevalent – to be widely used or accepted 
2decimation – the destruction of a great number or proportion of something 
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Source 5 
(The table provides information about the changes in the numbers of women in employment in 
Australia, 1939–43.) 
 

Date 
Total number 

of women aged 
14+ 

Total number 
of women 

in paid 
employment 

Total number 
of women 

involved in 
direct war work 

Total number 
of women 

in rural industry 

September 1939 
(outbreak of war 

in Europe) 
2 659 000 644 000   1 000 20 000 

December 1941 
(outbreak of war 

in the Pacific) 
2 755 000 738 000 74 800 25 000 

June 1943 2 814 000 840 000 190 000 55 000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 6 
(Extract from an article written by the [male] Federal Secretary of the Printing Employees Union of 
Australia in June 1943.) 
 
Women have a place, an expanding place, in industry, commerce, and the professions, and it is 
that place they will continue to hold in the Australian economy of the future … What is that 
place? Women should know. Queen Elizabeth [the mother of Queen Elizabeth II], in a recent 
broadcast, proudly proclaimed that ‘in a hundred ways, women have filled the places of men 
who have gone to fight. After the war they would be called upon as homemakers to play a great 
part in rebuilding family life.’ Lady Gowrie [said] … ‘We do not want our Servicewomen to 
become hard-faced and tough. After the war we want them to remain women and set up homes 
just as they would have done had there been no war.’ 

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document
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Document Set 3: Australia 1950s–1990s 
 
Source 1 
(Extracts from Pauline Hanson’s maiden speech to the Australian House of Representatives on 11 
September 1996, after being elected as an independent MP at the1996 federal election. Hanson 
went on to found the One Nation political party in April 1997.) 
 
I and most Australians want our immigration policy radically reviewed and that of 
multiculturalism abolished. I believe we are in danger of being swamped by Asians. Between 
1984 and 1995, 40 per cent of all migrants coming into this country were of Asian origin. They 
have their own culture and religion, form ghettos and do not assimilate1. Of course, I will be 
called racist but, if I can invite whom I want into my home, then I should have the right to have a 
say in who comes into my country. A truly multicultural country can never be strong or united … 
Arthur Calwell was a great Australian and Labor leader … [he] said: Japan, India, Burma, 
Ceylon and every new African nation are fiercely anti-white and anti-one another. Do we want 
or need any of these people here? I am one red-blooded Australian who says no and who 
speaks for 90% of Australians. 
 
I have no hesitation in echoing the words of Arthur Calwell. 
 
1assimilate – (in this context) the process of merging all cultures together 
 
 
Source 2 
(Cartoon that appeared in an Australian newspaper November 1999, at a time of intense political 
debate about asylum seekers, 700 ‘boat people’ having arrived in the previous week. The signpost 
indicating where the bus is heading reads ‘Boat People Holding Centre’.) 
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Source 3 
(Prime Minister Gough Whitlam pours the local sand into Vincent Lingiari's hands as he hands back 
the Wave Hill station to the Gurindji people in 1975.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 4 
(Excerpts from a speech by Prime Minister Paul Keating, at Redfern Park in Redfern, New South 
Wales, on 10 December 1992. The speech dealt with the challenges faced by Indigenous 
Australians.) 
 
We non-Aboriginal Australians should perhaps remind ourselves that Australia once reached 
out for us. Didn’t Australia provide opportunity and care for the dispossessed Irish? The poor of 
Britain? The refugees from war and famine and persecution in the countries of Europe and 
Asia? Isn’t it reasonable to say that if we can build a prosperous and remarkably harmonious 
multicultural society in Australia, surely we can find just solutions to the problems which beset 
the first Australians – the people to whom the most injustice has been done. 
 
And, as I say, the starting point might be to recognise that the problem starts with us non-
Aboriginal Australians. 
 
It begins, I think, with the act of recognition. Recognition that it was we who did the 
dispossessing. We took the traditional lands and smashed the traditional way of life. We 
brought the diseases. The alcohol. We committed the murders. We took the children from their 
mothers. We practised discrimination and exclusion. 
 
… With some noble exceptions, we failed to make the most basic human response and enter 
into their hearts and minds. We failed to ask – how would I feel if this were done to me? 
 

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document but may be viewed at  

www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/politics/images
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Source 5 
(The table provides data on female employment patterns in Australia 1954–98.) 

 

Date 
Total number 

of women 
employed 

Percentage of 
women employed 
in part-time work 

Percentage of 
women employed 
who were married 

1954    824 000 Data not available 30.9% 

1968 1 577 500 32.9% 55.1% 

1978 2 139 900 33.6% 61.5% 

1988 2 977 200 38.7% 60.6% 

1998 3 687 000 43.2% 60.7% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 6 
(An extract discussing the nature of women’s work from The Female Eunuch, a book by  
Germaine Greer published in 1971.) 
 
Women represent the most oppressed class of life-contracted unpaid workers, for whom slaves 
is not too melodramatic1 a description … We need not challenge anyone to open battle, for the 
most effective method is simply to withdraw our cooperation in building up a system which 
oppresses us … We may also agitate hither and thither, picket segregated bars and beauty 
competitions, serve on committees, invade the media, do, in short, what we want, but we must 
also refuse, not only to do some things, but to want to do them … 
 
The time has come when some women are ready to listen, and their number is growing; it is 
time also for those women to speak, however uncertainly, however haltingly, and for the world 
to listen … 
 
It goes much further than equal pay for equal work, for it ought to revolutionize the conditions of 
work completely. 
 
1melodramatic – exaggerated and emotional or sentimental 
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Document Set 4: Nazism in Germany 1918–45 
 
Source 1 
(Extracts from the Treaty of Versailles, signed June 28, 1919.) 
 
Article 45: As compensation for the destruction of the coal-mines in the north of France … 

Germany cedes to France … the coal-mines situated in the Saar Basin. 
 
Article 160: (1) By a date which must not be later than March 31, 1920, the German Army 

must not comprise more than seven divisions of infantry and three divisions of 
cavalry. After that date the total number of effectives in the Army of the States 
constituting Germany must not exceed one hundred thousand men.  

 
Article 231: Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing all the 

loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated Governments and their 
nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the war. 

 
Article 232: The Allied Governments require, and Germany undertakes, that she will make 

compensation for all damage done to the civilian population of the Allied and 
Associated Powers and to their property during the period of the belligerency 
[war] … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 2 
(Excerpts from a speech by Adolf Hitler given in April 1922.) 
 
At the end of the World War Germany was burdened with her own debt of some 7 or 8 
milliards1 of marks and beyond that was faced with the debts of ‘the rest of the world’ – the  
so-called ‘reparations’. The product of Germany's work thus belonged not to the nation, but to 
her foreign creditors: ‘it was carried endlessly in trains for territories beyond our frontiers’. Every 
worker had to support another worker, the product of whose labor was commandeered2 by the 
foreigner. 
 
The German people after twenty-five or thirty years, in consequence of the fact that it will never 
be able to pay all that is demanded of it, will have so gigantic a sum still owing that practically it 
will be forced to produce more than it does today. What will the end be? And the answer to that 
question is Pledging3 of our land, enslavement of our labour-strength. 
 
1milliards – a milliard is one thousand million 
2commandeered – to be (forcibly) seized 
3Pledging – the act of providing something as security for the payment of a debt 
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Source 3 
(Hitler posing for a photo with other Nazis (including Rudolf Hess), who came to visit him while he 
was in prison following the Munich Putsch of 1923.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document
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Document Set 5: Fascism in Italy 1918–45 
 
Source 1 
(An extract from the Oxford Illustrated History of Italy, published in 1997.) 
 
The enthusiasm which greeted the Italian decision [in 1915] to end neutrality1 and intervene in 
the First World War was something which left a profound impression on observers … Yet it can 
safely be said that, among all victorious powers in the First World War, no country was so 
tested by the experience of war … and so deeply divided by its outcome.  
 
The war proved to be a shock of massive proportions, which tried the politically unstable, 
economically backward and weakly united society to its limit … Indeed the divisions which the 
war exposed … would have consequences which went well beyond the Armistice of November 
1918 … Far from resolving Italy’s problems, as many had hoped, the war accentuated2 class 
divisions [and] increased hostility to the State on all sides. 
 
1neutrality – the status of a nation that does not take part in a war 
2accentuated – to be made more prominent or clearer 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 2 
(An extract from a history of Italian Fascism published in England in 1998.) 
 
Fascism was ... in large part the result of the disturbed economic, social and political conditions 
which were created by the destruction and dislocation of the First World War. Italian Fascism 
was no exception ... indeed, it was very much a ‘child’ of war, and it has frequently been 
claimed that without the war there would have been no (Italian) Fascism … 
 
One major problem lay in the realm of foreign policy, the so-called ‘Mutilated1 Victory’. Italian 
public opinion was deeply dissatisfied with the Versailles Peace Settlement of 1919 … The 
Nationalists and Fascists were able to claim that Italy had been cheated of her due reward for 
the war effort, that her victory had been ‘mutilated’ and they blamed [Prime Minister] Orlando 
and weak parliamentary government for this. 
 
1Mutilated – to make imperfect or to damage 
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Source 3 
(A photograph of the four leaders at the Versailles Conference in 1919. They were described before 
the Conference began as the ‘Big Four’. Orlando, the Italian Prime Minister, is pictured second from 
the left.) 
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Document Set 6: Civil Rights in the USA 1940s–1970s 
 
Source 1 
(Extract from a book written in 2005 by a historian describing the situation for African Americans in 
the USA during World War Two.) 
 
In the second half of 1940, white unemployment declined from nearly 18 percent to 13 percent, 
but black unemployment in this same period remained at an astonishing 22 percent. In the 
immediate wake of the Pearl Harbour attacks (7 December 1941), less than three percent of 
the workers in the American defence industries were African Americans, and many of these 
black war workers were relegated to low-paying, unskilled positions. “While we are in complete 
sympathy with the Negro,” one executive at the North American Aviation Company explained, 
“it is against company policy to employ them as aircraft workers or mechanics … There will be 
some jobs as janitors for Negroes”. 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 2 
(Extract from a speech made by the African American lawyer, Thurgood Marshall, at the NAACP 
Wartime conference in Chicago in 1942. The speech was entitled ‘The Legal Attack to Secure Civil 
Rights’.) 
 
… any officer of a state or county who while acting in an official capacity, denies to any citizen 
or person within the state any of the rights guaranteed by the Constitution or laws is subject to a 
civil action1 … it seems clear that although it is necessary and vital to all of us that we continue 
our program for additional legislation to guarantee and enforce certain of our rights, at the same 
time we must continue with ever-increasing vigour to enforce those few statutes, both federal 
and state, which are now on the statute books2. 
 
We must not be delayed by people who say ‘the time is not ripe,’ nor should we proceed with 
caution for fear of destroying the ‘status quo’3. Persons who deny to us our civil rights should be 
brought to justice now. Many people believe the time is always ‘ripe’ to discriminate against 
Negroes. All right then—the time is always ‘ripe’ to bring them to justice. The responsibility for 
the enforcement of these statutes rests with every American citizen regardless of race or color. 
However, the real job has to be done by the Negro population with whatever friends of the other 
races are willing to join us. 
 
1civil action – a law suit brought by an individual (in this case, someone suing for a breach of their 

civil rights) 
2statute books – a record of the whole body of legislation (in this case, in the USA) 
3status quo – the existing state of affairs or balance of power 
 

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document but may be viewed at  

www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/programs/pauleyg/voices/marshal2
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Source 3 
(NAACP lawyers George Hayes, Thurgood Marshall and James Nabrit congratulating each other 
following the Supreme Court decision declaring segregation in education unconstitutional, May 17 
1954.) 
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